
 

 

Important Dates: 

09/03 1st Day classes grades 1-6 

09/09 1st Day of classes for 

Kindergarten & ELP 

09/15 St. Martha Parish Picnic 

(after 11:00 a.m. mass) 

09/18  Opening Mass 9:00 a.m. 

09/18 Family Blessing & BBQ 

5:00 p.m. 

09/24 School Council & AGM 

6:00 p.m. in CSM library 

09/25 Faith in Action Assembly 

09/26  No school for students 

09/27 No school for students 

09/30 Orange Shirt Day: Every 

Child Matters!  

The Children of St. Martha Elementary  

Principal Message: 

Welcome to the 2019/2020 school year!   
 
We hope you’ve had a restful and enjoyable summer. 
   

 

The beginning of the school year always holds such excitement and 

promise! It is a time where we celebrate, together, as we share all of 

our hopes and dreams for the coming year. We are truly blessed and 

feel honoured to serve our beautiful school community and look for-

ward to seeing all of your smiling faces on September 3rd. As this 

school year unfolds we, as a Catholic faith community, will continue 

to share our rich treasures of understanding that guides our love for 

all!   
 

We are pleased to welcome back our returning staff and introduce our new staff that will be joining  

our community: 

Mrs. Janet Clamp will be joining our CSM family as our new Associate Principal. Mrs. Clamp has been a teacher 

in Holy Spirit since 2005. Over the past four years, she taught French Immersion at École St. Mary School. This 

past summer, she received her Masters of Education degree in Educational Leadership.  

Miss Rachel Vanderkley will be teaching our grade 4/5 class from September to January. Miss Vanderkley is a 

recent graduate of the University of Lethbridge. She is from Bragg Creek, Alberta and enjoys spending time out-

doors.  

Mrs. Cathy Kortt will be our new Office Administrative Assistant. Mrs. Kortt enjoys camping and spending time 

outdoors with her husband, Rick. This year they celebrated their 30th wedding Anniversary.  

 

Detailed introductions of our new staff members can be found in this newsletter and on our social media pages. 

Please join me in welcoming our new staff to our CSM family!  

 

Our Family Blessing and Welcome Back Barbecue will be held, in our gymnasium, on Wednesday, September 

18th at 5:00 pm followed by “Meet the Teacher” in classrooms. An invitation for this special evening will be sent 

home on September 11th. Please return the bottom portion of the form to classroom teachers so we have an idea of 

how many people will be in attendance. If you need another invitation, we have more in the office.      

 

We encourage and invite all parents to get to know The Children of St. Martha school community and to consider 

sharing your talents and expertise. We are always looking for additional people to serve on our School Council. If 

you are interested in being part of our School Council, please let us know at the office. The first School Council 

and Annual General meeting will be on Tuesday, September 24th from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.  We invite and welcome 

you all! 

It is an honour and privilege, for me, to serve as Principal of the Children of St. Martha School again this school 

year.  I know that our paths will cross frequently throughout the year and I hope we can share, and live the values of 

the gospels with each other and all members of this wonderful school community.  

 Blessings, 

                      
 
 

Mrs. S. Collier  Mii ss ta Ki an nis Ki a Kii 
                       CSM Principal 

 

September 2019 Newsletter 



The Share the Mission Award is the Holy Spirit Catholic School Division Board of Trustees' most prestig-
ious award.  It is intended to honour those who have: offered outstanding or long term service; accepted 
demanding challenges and set new standards for the rest of us to follow; contributed, through action and 
deed, to the Catholic atmosphere of our schools; demonstrated involvement and leadership in communi-
ty/parish organizations; and reflected the Mission Statement of the Holy Spirit School Division in all ac-
tions. 
"We had many worthy nominations this year, making deliberations difficult," notes the Committee's 
Chair, Bob Spitzig, "Nonetheless, after much discussion and discernment, the humble and committed 
work of two individuals rose in our minds.  So, I am pleased to announce that Mrs. Darla Machacek, an 
educational and speech-language assistant at St. Patrick School in Taber, and Mrs. Nicole Wil-
son, a Grade 3 teacher at Children of St. Martha School in Lethbridge are the recipients of this 
year's Share the Mission Award." 
Mrs. Machacek's nominators express that she is a genuine and giving person who actively volunteers, 
not for any recognition but to benefit her greater community.  Her service to the Taber Food Bank, the 
Cornfest committee, her local Catholic Women's League, St. Augustine Parish, and St. Patrick School 
are just a few organizations that have benefitted from her service. 
Nominators of Mrs. Wilson indicate that she serves as the "hands and feet of Christ," constantly finding 
ways to bridge the needs that she witnesses in her school, division, and parish with a "humble, peaceful 
and servant disposition."  For instance, she spearheaded the Raised on Christ Kids (ROCK) Camp that 
runs out of St. Martha's Parish and has continued to lead the camp for the eight years it has run.  
"'Shining light' was the theme commonly used by the nominators of both of these ladies," explains Su-
perintendent Chris Smeaton.  "Both epitomize how we are called to use our talents to glorify God.  Both 
are more than deserving of this award." 
Please join the Holy Spirit Catholic School Division Board of Trustees in congratulating the recipients of 
the 2018/2019 Share the Mission Award: Darla Machacek and Nicole Wilson. 



Associate Principal: Mrs. Janet Clamp 

Hello! My name is Janet Clamp. I have been a teacher in Holy Spirit school division since 2005. In 

that time, I have taught grades one to twelve. For the last four years I taught French Immersion at 

École St. Mary. This summer I will complete the requirements for a master’s degree in educational 

leadership from the University of Lethbridge. I was born and raised in Lethbridge and I love southern 

Alberta and this city. I am married and have three amazing children who are eleven, nine and eight. 

As a family we enjoy being outside and active throughout the community. I am very excited to be 

joining the Children of St. Martha’s family and am looking forward to working with each of you. I 

look forward most to meeting your children and being a part of their growth and their educational 

journey. Each and every child is a blessing and a child of God. I truly feel that God has gifted me by 

allowing me to walk with them and to witness their accomplishments. I hope you and your family 

have a blessed and safe summer and I look forward to meeting you in the fall. 

 

Grade 4/5 Teacher: Miss Rachel Vanderkley 

Hi there, my name is Rachel Vanderkley and I am lucky enough to be working in the grade 4/5 room this September at 

the Children of Saint Martha Elementary School. I look forward to being a part of a 

school community that I have heard great things about and getting to know all of the 

students that fill the halls.  If you would like to know a little bit about me, I recently 

graduated from the University of Lethbridge majoring in Mathematics Education. I had 

my last practicum within the Holy Spirit School Division and have enjoyed working 

within the district ever since. I am from Bragg Creek Alberta, a small town outside of 

Calgary surrounded by the river, trees, deer, bears and even cougars. I love to spend time 

with my friends and family and my favourite pastime is playing games, drinking 

Slurpee's and eating sour cherry blasters! I also love to swim and spend as much time 

outside as possible. If given the opportunity, I look forward to getting to know everyone 

within the school community and I am sure that I will learn so much during my time 

here. More importantly though, I hope the students will learn while I’m here! Thank you 

for welcoming me into your school and allowing me to do what I’ve been dreaming of doing for many years. Please feel 

free to ask me any questions or simply introduce yourself either in person or over email at vanderkleyr@holyspirit.ab.ca.  

 

Office Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Cathy Kortt 

Hello, I am Cathy Kortt and I am the new Administrative Assistant at Children of St. Martha Elementary School. I am 

excited and grateful for my new position.  This is going to be a new experience for me.  I look forward to meeting every-

one. I have lived in Lethbridge all my life and so has my husband, Rick. We grew up 2 blocks from each other and didn’t 

know it until our first date. This year we celebrated our 30th wedding anniversary. We have two grown children, Robert 

and Melissa who live in Calgary.  We also have two cats, Rasta and Holly. We enjoy the outdoors and try to be outside 

every chance we can. We enjoy: camping, quadding, fishing, bicycling, hunting, making sausage and taking pictures. On 

those days that are not so nice, I enjoy doing jigsaw puzzles and on special occasions, 

making birthday and anniversary cards. My favorite: things- anything Disney, colors- 

fuchsia and teal, foods: food cooked over the camp fire. We are still fortunate to still 

have both of our parents here and lots of family nearby. I have one Sister -In-Law, 

along with her family who live in Salem, Oregon. Once a year, we try to take a trip 

there and spend time on the Coast.  The best time to be on the coast is when the tide is 

out and you can find all kinds of sea creatures. Sometimes you can see whales in the 

distance. Thank you for this opportunity and I look forward to meeting everyone in the 

school community. 

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW STAFF!  

mailto:vanderkleyr@holyspirit.ab.ca


 

 

Family School Liaison Counsellor: 

Maya Ichikawa is our Family School Liaison Counsellor (FSLC).  

Services may include: 

 Classroom presentations related to mental health 

 Lunch clubs 

 Referrals to community partners                                     

 Assistance with parenting strategies 

Assistance in the classroom 

 Individual student counselling* 

 Small groups targeting topics such as social and coping skills, worry/anxiety, loss, etc.* 

*Individual or group counselling is requested by parent/guardian, school staff, community partner, or student. Parent/guardian 

consent is required. Maya is onsite at St. Martha on Wednesdays and Fridays, but please do not hesitate to contact her with 

any questions and concerns via phone or email at your convenience. 

Maya Ichikawa 

403.715.0987 

ichikawam@holyspirit.ab.ca 

Growing in Faith: 

We are beginning the first year of a new three year Faith 

plan.  

The first year’s focus is: Making Our Mark - Journey of an 

Intentional Disciple.  

Our Guiding Scripture: “Make me to know your ways O 

Lord, teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth and 

teach me, for you are the God of my salvation.”        

Psalm 25:4-5  

Our faith focus is seeing God’s presence and being in rela-

tionship with Him. We are being called to:  

Be mindful (of God’s presence)  

 



 

School Council News: 
Welcome Children of St. Martha families to the 2019/2020 school year. We hope that you enjoyed your 

summer and are excited for the new school year!   

The Children of St. Martha School Council welcomes new faces and encourages parent and/or guardian 

participation in the school community. School Council is your opportunity to be an advocate for your child 

and their learning environment. It gives you a chance to be involved in the discussions that make your 

school a better place.  

Any parent or guardian is welcome to attend our meetings. Or if meetings are not your thing, there are 

many ways in which you can us make this school year amazing! You can choose the level of participation 

that suits you and your family.  

Volunteer opportunities include: 

Fundraising 

Hot Dog Days 

Hot Lunch Program 

Movie Nights 

School Turkey Dinner 

Spaghetti Dinner 

Jump Rope for Heart 

Sports Day & Colour Run 

 

School Council will be continuing to provide our Hot Lunch for students EVERY WEDNESDAY, although we 

have chosen to simplify our menu options this year.  A notice will be going home shortly with the full Hot 

Lunch Schedule for the year and information on how to order.  

We are looking forward to an amazing year. If you have any questions or concerns or want to get involved 

in any School Council activities, please contact me any time via email or stop by one of our meetings. 

 

Sincerely, 

Kareena Zanolli 

jkzanolli@hotmail.com       Children of St. Martha School Council 

2019/2020 School Council Meeting Dates 

 

Sept.24  Mar. 18 

Nov. 20  Apr. 29 

Jan. 15  Jun. 10 

 

All meetings are at 6:00 PM in school library. 



Olympian Rachel Nicol Returns to The Children of St. Martha Elementary School 

Rachel Nicol has some advice to share about following your dreams  

Nicol grew up attending The Children of St. Martha Elementary and swimming at the Lethbridge Amateur Swim Club. 
Today she is one of the fastest swimmers in the world, and is returning to her former school to share her inspirational 
story with students. 
 
In her Olympic debut in 2016, Nicol, 26, finished 5th in the 100m breaststroke. She also won two medals at the 2015 
Pan Am Games in Toronto.  
Nicol also used swimming to create higher education opportunities on both sides of the border. Currently 
travelling to meets and preparing for an attempt to qualify for the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games, Nicol is 
living proof that Lethbridge – and The Children of St. Martha Elementary – can be the launching pad for 

great success. 

On the morning of Wednesday September 25, 2019, Nicol will share her story with the students at 
her former school, explain how she’s handled moments when she doubted herself, talk about her 
preparation for the Tokyo 2020 Games, answer questions from students, and give students living 

proof that greatness can start right there in the halls of St. Martha.  

Nicol was given a boost by the Petro-Canada FACE (Fuelling Athlete and Coaching Excellence) program. 
The program sees Petro-Canada, the Canadian Paralympic Committee and Canadian Olympic Committee 
award grants ($5,000 to the athlete and $5,000 to their coach) to inspirational athletes deemed to have 

great potential to represent Canada at Olympic and Paralympic Games. 

The program also gives selected athletes the chance to inspire youth in their hometowns.  

After speaking with students about following their dreams, no matter what obstacles are put in front of 

them, Nicol will also help present a special framed photo to the school on behalf of the FACE program.  



Check out our Social Media Pages: 

The Children of St. Martha School Website: 
https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/st.martha/  
 
Access to school information such as: 

 

School supply lists 

Bell times 

School Cash Online 

Monthly newsletter 

Calendar of events  (yearly & monthly) 

School Council meeting agendas & minutes 

Annual School reports and publications 

Classroom links 

Bus routes  

 

 

Check out our Facebook Page: 

@childrenofstmartha 

Follow us on 

Twitter:  

@CSMhs4  

https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/st.martha/

